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Deena  is  a  gradua te  of the  University of Pittsburgh  and  the  George town University 
Law Cente r. Afte r m atricu la ting from  law school with  honors in  1998, she  m oved to  
New Me xico, working for a  la rge  law pra ctice  in  Albuquerque . She  subsequen tly 
worked  for a  Fortune  500 com pany in  Philade lphia  and  for othe r la rge  law firm s in  
Pennsylvania , where  she  worked  on  a  num ber of cases tha t ga rnered  na tiona l 
coverage . These  cases include d  se rving as counse l for the  Fen-Phe n Die t Drug 
Litiga tion  Se ttlem e nt Trust and  de fending severa l na tionwide  consum er and  
em ploym ent law class actions.  
 
Deena  re turne d  to  New Mexico  in  2008, m ostly working as an  insurance  de fense  
a ttorney.  In  he r la st five  yea rs a s a  de fense  lawyer, Deena  prim arily worked  for 
excess ca rrie rs and  specia lized  in  rece iving trucking, oilfie ld , and  othe r ca tastroph ic 
in jury cases close  to  tria l, triaging them , engaging in  pre tria l m otion  practice , m ock-
trying and  focusing them , so he r team  was ready to  try them .  Th is gave  he r va luable  
tria l experie nce  and  exposure  to  h igh  leve l insure r de libe ra tions regard ing 
se ttlem en t dem ands of e ight figures and  m ore .  In  2019, Deena  le ft the  de fe nse  side  
because  he r b iggest wins often  fe lt hollow, and  frankly, un just. She  could  no longer 
be  a  pa rt of the  process of denying justice  to  grieving fam ilie s.  She  opened  he r firm  
in  2019 and  now represents p la in tiffs in  pe rsona l in jury and  em ploym e nt law cases. 
 
Because  she  has worked  on  both  sides, she  can  often  an ticipa te  the  stra tegies of he r 
opponen ts. She  a lso uses he r deep  knowledge  of em ploym ent law and  HR 
procedures to  focus on  d iscovery tha t can  often  m ake  the  d iffe rence  in  h iring and  
tra in ing cla im s. She  se rves as loca l counse l and  co-counse l to  severa l firm s and  is  
ava ilab le  to  consu lt with  anyone  who ne eds fresh  eyes on  a  case  with  com plex 
d iscovery, expert issues, or an  upcom ing tria l. 
 
Deena  has rece ived  an  “AV-Preem ine nt” ra ting by he r colle agues in  the  lega l 
profession  under Ma rtinda le -Hubbe ll’s Pe er Review Ra ting System . She’s an  active  
m em ber of the  New Mexico Associa tion  of Tria l Lawyers, the  Academ y of Truck 
Accident Attorneys, Na tiona l Em ploym en t Lawyer’s Associa tion , and  the  Am erican  
Associa tion  for Justice . She  a lso ge ts grea t sa tisfaction  from  coaching and  m entoring 
othe r a ttorneys on  office  system s, au tom ations and  use  of law practice  technology. 
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